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2008 Bart Longo Scholarship Recipients

ASHLEY NICOLE ANGELL HEATHER MARIE PRUSSEN

Ashley plans to major in Chemistry and minor in  Heathets desire to learn and grow has been
Criminal Justice. She feels with her strong mathematié@mmendable. Throughout high school she
and analytical skills, the forensic science field is a perfégrolled in a demanding college preparatory

choice for her future aspirations.

program that consisted of all honors and

Ashley has always strived for excellence in evegvanced placement courses and maintained a

aspect of her life. The first evidence of this wd¥4.455 grade point average. Heather

as

demonstrated when she was selected to participat@éhicted into the Math, Italian and Science Honor

the advanced curriculum studies as a third gragleiey  Societies in recognition of her acade

IC

has been the recipient of “A” or “AB” Honor Rollachievements, service and charagter

certificates every scholastic yedler other academic Furthermore, Heather recently receivedRe
achievements included the induction into the Natior¢holar with HonoAward from the College.
Honor SocietythregAcademic Letters, and Aalvance Heathefs academic achievements

Are

Placement @tistical HonorShe has continued heparticularly notable because Heather has wqrked

academic success by being placed on the Béast’ OVver fifteen hours as a gymnastics coach gt
at Mars Hill College for three academic semesters. gym for several years. Heatheremployef

the

Ashley has not only achieved high marks in tfg@mmended to me that Heather was prompted

classroom, but in athletics as well. She began playfiigm an assistant coach to a coach due tp

her

fast-pitch softball at the age of six and has remaindlingness to the accept and initiate additignal

dedicated to her sport. She is a member of the MEgsponsibilities at work. Heathierdesire to

Hill Softball Team. Prior to her college softball caree@mbrace both academic and personal challgnges

she was a member of the North Davidson High Sché® some of her finest qualities.

team and received Best Offensive Player award for Heather also volunteers her time as a clarinet

2005 and 2006 seasons. In addition, she recAilred tutor to children in the districhAfter speaking

Conference Player Honors for Davidson County ~ With Heather about tutoring it was evident ow
When she is not in the classroom or on the softb@tch joy and pride she derived assisting the

field, she is tutoring fellow students, volunteering at ti§gildren in maximizing their musical potential.
Forsyth Medical Center or the Barnardsville Elementary |
School, and assists with softball skills clinics for youngetgh standard of excellence in college.

Heather clearly has the ability to achievye a
Her

players. Giving back to her community and helpir@itstanding personality traits are her strong work

others to succeed demonstrate her redeeming qualgigis, empathyndependence, competitive driye,

such as trustworthiness, reliabiliyd compassion. Sheand pragmatism.

also attends Calvary Baptist Churckimston-Salem, _ _ _
North Carolina. Mary Ann Delmonico, and is from Merrick,

She is the granddaughter of Dewey and Jean HbigwYork.

(Extracted fom a Letter of RecommendatiofEXtracted fom Letter of Recommendatipn

written by Shaon De\énuto, Guidance

written by Chief Dewey Holt) Counselor)

Heather is the granddaughter of Robertjand
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THE CHIEFS THE BART LONGO MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

THE CHIEFS was established in 1989 as a quarterly Sponsored byThe National Chief Petty Oficers’ Association

publication for the National Chief Pettyfi@ers’Asso- Requirements:

ciation (NCPOA). This organization is a nonprofit cor- 1. The scholarship consists of two $1,000.00 awards annaily award will go to a high school graduate and

poration under and pursuant to the laws of California, one to an upper classman or graduate student.

and may be identified by the initials NCPOA. Original by 2. The applicants must be family members of NCPOA members in good standing (living or deceased); or curre

laws were adopted at the first national convention held members of the NCPOA.

in San Diego, California, 6 October 1989. 3. The applicants are required to send one completed application form (Appgndik a copy of their dfcial
Administrative headquarters is at the home of the high school/college transcript and a first quarter college curricMust be taking a full load for credit.) If

current Presidenfs of 6April 2006, we have enlisted not available, tell in your own words your plan of study

3048 members. There are now six subsidiary groupst.All applications must be postmarked no later than May 15 for the year of EmriNCPOASelection Commit-

(Chiefs’Quarters) located ifexas, California, lllinois, tee will announce its selections on July 1 of that.yRacipients will be notified by telephone and in writing.

Virginia, North Carolina and Osage Heritage (Arkansas, Application forms may be photocopied locatBelection is based on high school transcripts and not on financial

Missouri, Oklahoma and Kansas). The objectives of this need.NOTE: Seek assistance from your high school guidance counselor to complete high school transcrif

organization shall be to: request (Appendix B) and application.

1. Honor and publicize as a group (or in some casesMail applications to: MSCM Boye B. Sweet

individual) those who have served or are serving as Chief 7038Via Valverde

Petty Oficers in the U.S. NavyJ.S. Coast Guard or the San Jose, CA 95135-1339

Reserve Components of those services and who pernstructions for Completion and Submission of Application Form:

formed such services in an honorable manner 1.The entries on the application form must be completely accurateypehatdeoi(Printed in black ink.)

2. Maintain true allegiance to the government of the 2. Read all instructions to insure accuracy of all answers.

United States and to promote patriotism and pride in3.As used in this application, the term “sponsor” refers to the parent, step-parent, grandparent or legal guardian, living o

their service in the Navy or Coast Guard and to encour- through whose membership in the NCPOA applicants eligibility for this program is claimed.

age accelerated advancement in those services through Ensure that the information you enter about your sponsor fully describes accurately his/her latest status.

study and accomplishment. 5. Review the form for completeness and all answers for accuracy
3. Conduct conventions with such members of the6. Fill in all blocks. If “none” or “not applicable,” so state.
NCPOA to foster camaraderie. 7. Sign the application form and ensure that it is also signed by your sponsor
THE CHIEFS is published at least four times each.year 8.Your sponsor is encouraged to supply supplemental information on your background as is.deemed necessary
SPECIAL NOTICE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONLOEOMPLETESPPLICRIONSAND TRANSCRIPTS | M
TO ALL MEMBERS r—— T ———— — = — = = = — — = = — — = — 1

Reminder: If you are not a LIFE MEMBER, annual dues | PART | APPLICANT INFO APPENDIX

of $15.00 are due and payable on 1 January of each yealrl.AppIicant Name:
(New members who join and pay their dues in October]|
November or December automatically have their dueg

2. Permaneftdress:

paid not only for that last quarter of the current ybar | 3.Temporariddress (if applicable):
the entire followmg.yea)r Make checks payable to |4. Home Phone Number: Cell Number: 5. School Phone Number:
NCPOA and send to: i
AKCM Marijorie L. Hays I PART Il - SPONSOR INFOR®IN
1014 Ronald Drive i X ;
Corpus Christi, Texas 78412-3548 | 1. Full Name of Sponsor: NCPOA Member Number:
Life Membership Dues for NCPOA ! 2.Address of Sponsor:
Age Dues Age Dues I ]
25 99 $335.00 5559 $170.00 | 3. Last Rank, Rate, or Grade Held by Sponsor:
30-34 307.50 60-64 142.50 | 4. Service No. or SSN: 5. Enlisted Rating:
35-40 280.00 65-69 115.00 | - -
40-44 25250 70-74 87.50 1 6. Name ardidress of Current Duty Station or Reserve Unit of Sponsor:
45-49 225.00 75 & up 60.00

50-54 19700 | 7. Date of Discharge/Retirement:

(Note: Life Membership Dues represent a 45% savings! 8: Relationship of Sponggppticant:

over yearly dues.) ' PART Il - EXTRACURRICUABRIVITIE@oth School and Community)

IF YOU ARE MOVING , if your address label is incorrect, |

please send changes to: |

M & B Computer Services [
i
|

104Windclif fe Dr., Ballwin, MO 63021
E-mail: BILLJAHN@char ter.net

CHIEFS' QUARTERS are the subsidiary groups of the
NCPOA.To form a ChiefsQuarters, it is necessary to |
have at least ten (10) CPOs, forpmetired, reserve, and/
or active, currently in good standing with the National HIGH SCHOOL TRANSCRIPT REQUEST APPENDIX B
Chief Petty Oficers’Association. Each Chief@uarters PrivacyAct Satement
sets their own local dues not to exceed the national duesauthority to request this information is derived from United States Code 301. Purpose of the request is to obta
of $15.00 per yeaht least four dficers—Presiden¥ice information about academic performance of the applicant and it will be used by the scholarship sponsoring organizati
President, Secretary aficeasurer—must be electéchy to evaluate applicarstacademic achievemeApplicant must authorize release of transcript data.
member of the NCPOA may start a Chiefs’ Quarters by The below named high school/college has my permission to release my official transcript to the scholarship spons
forwarding the names of the officers, and a request for a given below
charter to the National ChiefQuarters ChairmaATCS Student Signature:
RichardA. Oubre, USN, (Ret), 5730 Misty Gin, Santo- INSTRUCTIONS
nio, TX 78247-4093, (210) 637-6304. These Chiefs’ Quar- High school diicials are requested to complete this form, attach a copy of the studintal transcript, including
ters must agree to have at least one meeting per year angrades achieved, and forward to the person name bElamscripts must be received by the scholarship committee on
may include an entire state. or beforeMay 15. Mail to: MSCM Boye B. Sweet, 703&ia Valverde, San Jose, CA5135-1339

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS are usually spouses of mem- Provide the following information even if given on transcript:
bers, or may be recommended by a friend based on the

Associates interest in the NCPOAhese members do | Sudents Name (Last, First, Middle)

pay dues but hold no offices. They may assist at thg

Annual Conventions with host/hostess duties. Siudents Address

NATIONAL ANNUAL CONVENTIONS are heldin Oc- Name and\ddress of High School

tober of each yeaBids are presented at the annual con-

vention at least three years in advance for planning pur

poses and person presenting the bid is expected to BeCumulative High School GP

the General Chairman for the convention. National Boar

determines costs of convention, etc. SATVERBAL SATMATH

2008 - Colorado Springs, Colorado ACT Composite

2009 - San Diego, California
2010 -Washington, DC aea

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE OF
THE CHIEFS
15 November 2008

Students Dates ofAttendance

High School/College Class Size High School/College Rank

Remarks by Couselors deachers that may be beneficial to the Scholarship Sponsor

Editor, JOCSWalter R.Wagener USN Ret.
90 East Mountain Creek Court Name of School Official Title
Grand Prairie, TX 75052-5986 , ..
972-264-4946 Signature of School Official Date

wjwagener@att.net OFFICIAL COPY OFTRANSCRIPT MUST BEATTACHED!
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Experience Breathtakino AN O ON

Colorado Springs, Colorado
CoLorRADO SPRINGS, COLORADO rado Sprinds, Coor
National Chief Petty Officers’ Associdion Convention SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
ednesday15 October
October 15-18, 2008 0800 - 1500 Registration In
For the 2008 NCPOA Convention, Conven- Also, the Hospitality Room will be open HOSPIAIIY ROOM......o..ooovviiiniinns $10.00

. . i . ) . 0800 - TBA Hospitality R @)
tion Chairman and NCPOA President, Jerdaily for visiting with old and new friends.  15qg Bgz%?);%iré)c?(r;s l\aggting

Sweeneyhas planned a wide variety of events Your destination, the Crowne Plaza Hotel800 - 2000 President Reception......$31.00

for the membership to enjogttendees will is recently renovated and offers all the amefihursday, 16 October

be given the opportunity to fully experience thiges for a relaxing, comfortable stay in the citf)800 - 0930 Registration In

best the city and area have to offer with a visit Colorado Springs’ pleasant climate is a ke(})é'goslo'%'g Raom.._...._ ------------------------- $10.00
) : VL . . - ospitality Room Open

to theAir ForceAcademyatouroyc the f_amouselement in the ares high qual_|ty pf life. 1000 — 1600 Air ForceAcademy & Gardeffour

Garden of the Gods, the amazing Pikes Péakather in the Pikes Peak region is surpris¢includes NCPOA Memorial Service at USAF

Cog Railway ride, and a trip back in time to thegly mild; uncomfortable extremes are rare Academy Cadet Chapel)................... $49.50

Flying W Ranch for an authentic chuckwagofihe mountains capture most of the precipithtiday. 17 October

dinner and a rip-roaring show performed bjon from east-moving systems, giving th8800 - 0845 Registration

real working cowboys. Pikes Peak region dry and sunny weather d'ﬁbﬁlinog(-)grpétz“tyH%?s%ri?éii'tyii(')'c}'r'r']"o"b'é'h'"$10'00
In addition, you will have free time to exing most of the yeaiHowevery please do bring 0845 - 1245 Pikes Peak
plore the area. Colorado Springs offers maayjacket for the Pikes Peak Cog Railway tripCog Railwaylour...............ccccccevvneen. $49.50
unique shopping, sight-seeing, and dinirand the possibility of a rare cold day or evening?30 - 2230 Flying W Ranch
opportunities. The voting members of the NCPOA ar%&%?fepg;'gi%;v‘gansas Cityrip Seak
The Official Visitor asked to please pay special a_ttentlo_n tothe PERame Grilled Fout or BBQ Chicken...§549.00
Guide to Colorado posed ByLaws changes published in the Susaturday, 18 October
Springs and the Pikes mer issue beginning on pageYou will be 0800 - 0845 Registration In
Peak Region s provided asked to vote to ratify the changes to thdlospitality Room..............ccccvvvvviinneee. $10.00

free of charge to you by ; )
the Colorado Springs ByLaws at the General Membership meeti

Convention & Visitors to be held on Saturda@ctober 18, starting at

00 - 1730 Hospitality Room Open
General Membership Meeting

Bureau. Log on to & Election of Officers
www.experiencecolorado  0900. 1800 - 1900 No-Host Cocktails
springs.com to order or Please plan to join us in Colorado Spring®00 - 2000 Banquet......................... $38.00

Visitor Information ;
it . dohicken Marsala
Center at 515 S. scenery and a good visit with your fellow Chie 000 - 2200 Installation of Officers,

Cascade Avenue, while i . .
you are n tow, and MatesWe look forward to seeing you Reception & Drawings

they are available atthe o nforgettable adventures, breathtakirghOice of: Dijon Custed Pork &nderloin or

I o
there! 2200 - TBA Hospitality Room Re-opens
I . ) ) I . . . , ..
I 2008 Convention Registration Form I : National Chief Petty Officers’ Association :
| Colorado Springs, Colorado—October 15-18, 2008 11 October 15_1_8’ 2008 |
I Please Return This Form Not Later than SEPTEMBER 15 to 11 Hotel Reservation Form I
| Assure Your Seat on any Tours You Desire to Take at the Convention. 11 Crowne Plaza  Colorado Springs, Colorado I
| 11 $93.00 Single or Double Occupancy |
| 11 $103.00Triple Occupancy I
I Name on Badge Rate 11 $113.00 Quad Occupancy I
| Name Rate 11 Above Rates Will Be Honored 3 Days Pre and Post Convention Dates I
Please mail diectly to theAttention: Reservations, Ciowne Plaza Hotel, 2886
1 11 South Circle Drive, Colorado Springs, CO 80906 or fax to (719) 576-0507, I
I 11 Attention: Reservations. The hotel phone number is 1-800-981-4012. I
I Spouse/Guest I I Name I
I 11 |
| Address 11 Address |
| 11 |
| 1 1 city State Zip |
: City State Zip : : Daytime Phone Alternate Phone :
|_Daytime Phone Email I I Arrival Date Departure Date I
! Select Your Convention Events <  All Tours Require a Minimum of 20 People 11 R e I
: Event No. of people/Cost Am unl commate: :
2 . . Bed selection: O Ki 0] /Doubl
| Registration Fee - $10.00............ccccvene #... @ $10.00=$% 11 ec selection 9 Queen/bouble |
I Wed- President’s Reception - Deli/Buffet 11 |
| (IncludeéBixes & Gratuity)...................... #.. @ $31.00=$% I 1 Credit Card # Exp. Date |
I Thurs-Air Forcacademy & Garden of the Gonls 11 |
: (Include'l’sanspor.tatlon, (.BratUut;nch #MAClub and : ! Cardholder Signature Authorizing Hotel's Use of Credit Card I
NCPOA Memorial Service at I I
I UsARcademy Cadet Chapel)............. #.  @$4950=3 b 1 cyioff pate Al reservations are due no later than Mond%@rptemberI
: Fri.- Pikes Peak Cog Railveay : l 15, 2008, if not received by that time, you may be charged a higher groub rate
(Inclugk Transportation, Gratuity 1 that has been negotiated. Please identify yourself with the organization
1 and Cog Railway Ticket:..................... #.. = @ $4950=% 11 (NCPOA) if calling the hotel direct at (719) 576-5900 to make a reservgtion
I Fii- Flying W Ranch (Incl0dassportation, Grati8typper and Show) 11 to receive special group rate
: Choice Of;:| 13°Z'GK_ﬁ”3?rs City Str'p'smajﬁ— @ $38'88f$+ I 1 Cancellations Al reservations must be guaranteed and accompaniedlby a
| ame Grilled Traut.................. s :$—J—JI I first night room deposit or guaranteed with a major credit card. Guesfs are
BBQ CRICKEIL .oovvvvvvvrerrrrnnees #— @ $49.00=% responsible for paying for their own accommodations. Deposits (taken gither
: Sat. 4nstallation offioérs Banquet (Incluliaes and Gratuity) : : in cash or by credit card) are refunded or credited only if notice is recdived
Dijon Crusted Prerderloin.................. #. @ $3800=%___ ¥ & (48)hours prior to arrival date and cancellation number must be obtaind by
: Chicken Marsala.........ccccccoveervenncene. #.... @ $38.00=$% 11 guests.
[ e Tatal.enclosed $ Check-In Time: 3:00pm * Check-OutTime: 11:00am

Please complete this form and send with your check payable to
“NCPOA 2008 Convention” to:

1
I I To confirm accommodations, please return form to the Hotel
: Jerry Sweeney - President, NCPOA :

ol

I
I
I
or call by September 15, 2007. :
ol

6 St. Thomas Court, Stafford 22556-3649

We look forward to seeing you in October!
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NCPQA

MESSAGE FROM THE
NCPQA PRESIDENT

Hello fellow Chiefs & Mates,

The deadline for making
hotel and social reservations for
the forthcoming Annual
Convention is fast approaching.

If you have not made
reservations, it is suggested you
do so soon to ensure you receive
the hotel room at the published
rate and in order to ensure we
have seats for all of the social events that are
scheduledThe cut of date for both is MONDX,
15 SEPTEMBER 200&fter that date, rooms and
social events will be on a space available basiSXONL
The dates ar&Vednesdayl5 October through
Saturday18 October2008. The convention will
be held at the Crowne Plaza Hotel Colorado Springs
in Colorado Springs, Colorad@dditional
information concerning the convention is located
elsewhere in this issue BHE CHIEFSWe plan to
have drawings for raffles and door prizes and would
appreciate it very much if you could donate an item
or two for that purpose and bring with you to the
convention.

The Scholarship Committee has reviewed all of
the scholarship applications received for the Bart
Longo Memorial Scholarship and chosshley
Enjoy arelaxed, hassle-free tour to the 18,0C]P- . NicoleAngell (granddaughter of Chief Dewey and

you could take only one tour whileinthe  jean Holt) and Heather Marie Prussen

reAir For my After w through 7 : o :
&C elfl‘ thchefxcade )./" e ;passd L(')Iutgh region, this has to be it! Pikes Peak is (granddaughter of Chief Robert and Mayn
€ North &>ate, you wilt view Diamond Lil, eAmericaS Mountain: this ist’because it Delmonico) as this ye&s recipientsAdditional

CONVENTION

FRIDAY, 17 OCTOBER
PIKES PEAK COG RAIMWAY

THURSDAY, 16 OCTOBER
AIR FORCEACADEMY &
GARDEN OF THE GODS

off North Gate Roadvou're in for a treat in

rinted elsewhere in this issueltiE CHIEFS The

B-52 Bomber Next - a lovely scenic overloo : o : ' i i i
y kthe highest, but because it rises, solitary ang:)ormatlon on these two outstanding students is

visiting the exquisite 17-spired,
interdenominational chapel, where the cade
march in their inspiring Noon Formation. Other
attractions today include Falcon Stadium, the.

railway trains irAmerica, you will experience gach member of the NCPOA thanks you.

cadet glider port and the new 3.8 miIIion-doIIaH1

majestic, out of the Great Plains. Discover
Zebulon Pike in 1806 it rises 14(1feet
above sea leveAs you travel up the
mountainside aboard one of the last true cog

mmittee consisting of NCPOWce President
Master Chief Sweet (Chairman), NCPOA Secretary
Chief Niva, Master Chief Dees, and Chéfliams
id an outstanding job in reviewing the applications
nd selecting the winners — for all of their efforts —

visitors’ center Afterwards, you travel to the

ree distinct geographical regions marked by In the last issue GfHE CHIEFS the proposed

striking changesAt the summit you will feel amendments to the Bylaws and Standing Rules were

Garden of the Gods Park. Not surprisingig

Garden of the Gods is the most photograp

%P are on top of the world! Please bring published for each member to review prior to action

being taken at th&nnual Convention in Colorado

site in the United States. Bring lots of filmPong a jacket or sweater — you will need it a§prings. It is hoped if you are going to attend the

the top! convention that you have reviewed them in their
O_ne of the worlcs QreatESt natural Wonder50830 - Board Bus — LobbgZrowne Plaza entirety and will be prepared to discuss and vote on
this gallery of amazing red rock sculptures w olorado Springs at the convention. The Bylaws Committee consisted
created more than 300 million years ago % 45 - Depart offour of Master Chief Runyan (Chairman), Master Chief
violent geological forces. Fantastic formatiorhs 45 - Retpurn to Crowne Plaza Colorado ¢Eg;dépl\g§ts :ﬁ;rizhlfr]:thco%?: lc?rﬁgg p?rg}gg(tog\rlid itis
jut Skywqrd atheights of over 300 feet. Sever,§1 rings hoped their efforts will materialize at the convention.
stops will be made to view such spectacuIaP Many thanks to each of you.
monoliths as Balanced Rock and the Kissirl'EghID AY 17 OCTOBER

We will be electing two members for a fepgar
i i A term and one member for a one-year term on the
CamelsTour m_cludes e>§tra t|me_ for NCP.OF\:LYING W RANCH
to conduct their Memorial Service at thAg

Board of Directors at the convention in Colorado
Have you ever dreamed of cowboys and

Springs. If you are interested in servingAasociation

ForceAcademy Chapel. Indians, covered wagons and chuck wagon in one of those capacities, please provide a short
0945 - Board Bus — LobbyCrowne Plaza : resume of your background capabilities to the
Colorado Springs suppers?Then come along to the FlyiM & - secretaryHer contact information is located in the

1000 - Depart offour working cattle ranch that has specialized in Masthead. It should be noted, you must be present
p ) ) western food and entertainment since 1953at the convention to be considered for either of these
1130 — Lunch at Unitedt&tesAir Force o . ositions
: TheWranglers will dish up a delicious suppef C . :
Academy Officers Club ) | am looking forward to seeing many of you in
1500 — NCPOA Memorial Service at Uniteaervsdncciioorsrghowcq5|n|gsouthwjt-agtern/ Colorado Springs. Best of health to our entire
, cowboy decarSupper Includes: a 13 ounce membership and your families.
t ForceA t Chapel ) ) : :
StatesAir ForceAcademy Cadet Chape ansas City Strip Steak, (while flame grilled AZC Jerry L. SweengyUSN (Ret)
1600 — Return to Crowne Plaza Coloraqo . :
: rout and BBQ chicken are available for thog The

Springs . : : 1

on a restricted diet;3alad and your choice o M ateS

dressing, a foil wrapped potato, Flying W re (i

baked beans, and buttermilk cowboy biscuit.;Chlflﬂf Matles’k' f it

- am looking forward to

W't.h hom_emadg honey buttérft(_ar Supper seeing all of you at Colorado

enjoy a rip-roaring stage showith real Springs in Octobet have an

cowboys singing songs of the GMest. The | activity planned that I think you

show is filled with great music, laughtand | Will all enjoy while the Chiefs

West tertai ¢ have their business meeting.

estern entertainment. Plan on joining as you will be
1600 - Board Bus - LobbZrowne Plaza unhappy if you miss the fun!

Colorado Springs

1615 - Depart for Flying W Ranch
1700 - Supper/Show

2000 — Board Bus for Crowne Plaza
Colorado Springs

2045 -Arrive Crowne Plaza Colorado Spring

We will be having a rdie again this year an
would ask that you bring something for this f
part of the banqueflong with that there will be
a daily rafle so you may become a winner

For the new attendees, we do have a |
fun and you will meet some of the best Chiefs M

5there are! See you in Colorado Springs!

| S
>S5

of
tes

Sandy Sweene
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~URGENT~ NCPOAmMembers and readers dhe Chiefs

I'mlooking for unusual stories — either humoroudeparted for the east coastter landing and taxiing

M ESSA\G E FROM TH E or serious. With as much experience and th#he P2V to its parking site, the crew was again briefed

thousands of years involved, when considering taed warned about being late for the departure time,
N C Pm P R ES | D E N T lives of all our readers, there must be thousaneéarly the next morning. The plane captain, very much
maybe millions of stories out there in our CPO, seniaware of the departure order and arriving early as
and master chi&f experiences — stories about navéllrected, prepared the aircraft for také-éfowever
As of today (4August) we only have phappenings that can be recorded as articles 4ihdrty must have been terrific that evening for the

twelve (12) room reservations at The preserved for all time. other crewmembers, they were no-where in sight.
Crowne Plaza Colorado Springs for the Don't let these stories, tales, yarns or rumors ©ur plane captain waited patiently — then became
Annual Convention in October whether they are sea stories or fairy tales — disappeaatient.After an houralmost an hour and a half

You President is vey concerned at the and never be enlol’/,Ed or repeated. The a_dage "Qﬂbe he arrived to get the plane in flight-worthy
small number of reservations received thus S erYone s awriter” is not true, unless you just caggndition, he had a line-crew member standby with

: pick up a pencil or perAt sometime in everyon®’ g fire extinguisher while he started the enginéer
far. If you are planning to attend the Con- ife, he or she has had to communicate —whetheg i - ey o2 ;

. . - , he’d seen it done hundreds of times from just
vention, please make your hotel reserva-was answering a letter from home, writing that spec

: 4 =2 : . out every position on the antisubmarine warfare
tions as soon as possible. Remember th€omeons, orjustfilling out the sfégog orreporting craft. Then he read off the pre-flight checklist and

deadline is 15 SEPTEMBER 2008After e Progress of junior sailors working under on after getting proper clearance from the tower taxied

that date. it will be first first d jurisdiction. It's called —writing, communicating!
at date, it wilt be Tirst come, Tirst serve I'm not referring to the routine, étthat instance the plane to the runway and took-omfortunately

at the normal hotel rates. that makes what seemed as a routine experieh[ﬁereturn to the home base wasn’'t accomplished —
The 15 September deadline also appliesunusual. Here'a sea story or fairy tale | heard assgmewhere over a Midwest state he was forced to

to the social activities scheduled for the member of the naval air reserve commutithlike ~ set the aircraft safely down in a farrisdfield. The

Convention. someone out there to help me debunk or verify thm)ry kind pf falls apart here, did he get court-
Please make Reservations soon. occurrence: martialed, did he g&WOL, what happed to the crew

. “ANavy P2V ‘Neptune’ crew was scheduled tge |eft behind, etc. Someone out there, I'm sure some
AZC Jerry L. SweeneyPresident depart the west coast, probably NAS Bdsmitos — ayiation CPO has the ‘skinny’ on this story —a sea

" ~ or NASAlameda for a cross country flight to th%tory or fairy tale.”
THE CHIEFS l?laﬁ (I:i?as}\l(progallbly NA%Ia}nta, Jacksct))nvnl;e{ There are so many stories of this type out in our
E BS | TE OrtoIK OF NEW L eans). nly one member o hf?'nousands of chi&$ minds. Only those stories are
. crew the plane captain, was on active dufAR — . : : : )
http://www.goatlocker.org/ncpoa T M ; with authority | mean they’re stories of experience/
Training andAdministration of the Reserve), th . .
WebmasterMMCM (SS) Greg Peterman, USN . . er[|r th. They need to be written for others to enjoy
ncpoa@goatiocker.org remaining crewmen were reservists (weeke &E ditor. JOCSWalter R. W USN Ret
training). The crew was briefed and the flight o, alter R.Wagener et
r-----------------------------------1
~NOTICE~ I - I
ToAll Members and Spouses I NCPOA SChOIarShlp Fund I
The NCPOA supports and comforts | If you would like to make a donation to the Bart Longo Memorial Scholarship Fudd,
those who are experiencing an illness : you are invited to use this form for your convenience. Photocopies are authorizged.
or grieving the loss of a spouse. Pleade I The NCPOAhanks you for your generosity I
inform the CHAPLAIN of the NCPOA: I I
CBM Jack W. Secker I Name of Donor: I
24711 Bay PointAve. I _ I
Wilmington, CA 90744-105 | fddress: I
chiefboats77@aol.com I I
l Amount: l
NATIONAL DUESARE : O InHonor Of or O In Memory Of (please check one): :
DUE AND PAYABLE: I I
1 JANUARY 2008 |1 |
Please senRENEWAL fees ($15.00) to: | | Flease Acknowledge Donation to: I
National Treasurer | Name: I
AKCM Marijorie L. Hays I Address: |
1014 Ronald Drive | |
Corpus Christi, Texas 78412-3548 | |
All NEW members’ applications, dues ($15.00), | Please send completed form and donation to: |
and one-time application fee ($5.00) are sent o:1 |
National Membership Coordinator : Allgg::/lol\'/? T_re_aslﬂrer :
AZC Jerry L. Sweene arjorie Hays
6 S. Th())/mas Coutt Y | 1014 Ronald Drive |
Safford, VA 22556 | Corpus Christi, TX 78412-3548 |
703-232-7378 ! |

Attention National Chief Petty Officers’ Association Members

The application provided below is for your convenience to clip out and share with a fellow Chief who is not yet a member
Do him and the organization a favor and pass this along to him!
The opposite side of this application bears a message from the Membership Director

NATIONAL CHIEF PETTY OFFICERS’ ASSOCIATION

| 5 2 ¢ 2 |
| 5 2 2 I | certify that | am serving/have served as a Chief Petty Officer in the US Navy or Coast Guard for a period of at least 30 days: h |
c 2 2 Photocopy
= (o} (o8 . 8 .
| 2 & 3 | NAME RATE/RANK of this Application |
| 3 3 S 2 | aoDRess SPOUSE is Authorized. |
| g o I Street/Rt. I
@ <) S
7 - g City State Zip Area Code/Tel. No. L
| = 5 Z | DATEOF BIRTH NAVY SERIAL NO./S.S.NO. Application fee:  $5.00 |
| g 3 s | . _ One year's dues: $15.00 |
I %’_ > 5 I Service: O USN O USNR O uscG O Active O Ret. O Veteran Total: $20.00 |
| @ 5 5 | Recruited By: |
g 5 2 Make checks payable to:
| g. @ | SHIPS/STATIONS: NCPOA I
2]
D
| R | -:Er' | MAIL TO: AZC JERRY L. SWEENEY, 6 THOMAS COURT, STAFFORD, VA 22556, jerrylsweeney@gmail.com |
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Meet Member 2028L HTC Gaylon Jack

Born onApril 21, 1929, in Ranggfexas, Gaylon Washington; Hawaii; NS BremertdiWashington,
Jack attended school in South BeFekas, until his and the Eight Naval District Readiness Command,
parents moved to Foworth where he attendedNAS Dallas.
Riverside, then was graduated from Carter-Riverside During his annual cruises, which included sea and
High in June 1947. shore assignments, Jack took part in “on-the-job”
After graduation from high school, he worked &aining as well as classroom education in — standard,
short time at his mora’café in Grahanigxas, then specialized and advanced damage control, instructor
journeyed to Mundayexas, where he picked cottortlasses and courses, leadership school, recruiting
— this being only a two-week tour where Gayloschool, military counselor school, and Navy Reserve
discovered “cotton-pickin” wasn’'t what he had in mingecruiting school.
for a career Some of the ships eserved on include the USS
Gaylon first met Elaine while on a bus trip with &iddle (APD60, converted destroyer to transport
universal lodge in June 19, 1948. She would lafrsonnel), USS Gwinn (DM33, a minelayer), USS
suggest they marry on theé.@nd eight months lateProvidence (CLGS, light cruisguided missile), USS
they were wed in February 1949. Cogswell (DD651, destroyer), USS Hyman
In July 1947, Gaylon Jack joined ffexasArmy (DD732), USS Lowry (DD770), USS Soley
National Guard, then transferred to the Naval Rese@D707), USS Shields (DD596), USS Harlan
for his “service obligation.” He began basic orientatiddounty (LSTI196, troop landing ship), USS HTC Gaylon Jack and wife, Elaine
at the Navy and Marine Corps Reseiveaining Moctobi (ATF105, fleet tug), USS Higbee (DD806);, 4 short time on an assembly line at an aviation
CenteI in ForWorth in January 1.9.51.' Ordered td)JSS .Schofleld.(FFG3, fast frigate, guided mISSIIB|ant before returning to finishing furniture and later
San Diego, California for “boot” training in May 1951Auxiliary Floating Dock (AFDM7), and the USS. . . :
. interior decorations sales. In 1974, Jack got out of
Seamaipprentice Jack successfully completed thefadsworth (FFG9). . . .
education then was returned to continue his training During a cruise aboard the USS Liddel, JaéIIe cqmmermal fu_rmture business and began to teach
at the FortWorth training center — training thatrecalled the ship encountered rough seas and\fﬂgatlonal'edgcatlon for the Fm;br.th Indepepdent
consisted of monthly weekend drills and annual tweessel sustaining a 59-degree roll that had everyonghool District.  He worked with “special-ed”
week training cruises. including the skippeseasick. But the ship survivedtudents at Kirkpatrick School of Occupations for
As a sailoy Jacks two-week tours includedand managed to make port in Panardaother €leven years then taught at Dunbar High from 1985
training at thé\lgiers NS (Naval tion) in New harrowing cruise in rough waters, this time aboata’'94. He retired at age 65 having worked 20 years
Orleans; Miami; DryTortugas Island; NB (Navy the USS Providence, had eleven men washagublic school education.
Base) in Philadelphia; Cienfuegos, Cuba; Havarmmverboard, luckily ten were rescued. But real retirement was years awsy Jack and
Cuba; NS Charleston, South Carolina; Panama; Chief Jack continued to drill in a “non-pay” statug|aine — who had become part-time “caretakers” at
Boston Harbor in Massachusetts; Eighth Nawvaiththe Naval Reserve when during a routine physi¢abTexas Girls Choir camp on Eagle Mountain lake
District, N?W Orleans; NS San Dlego,'Callfornlaexamlnanon, .prostate cancer was dlscoyered %‘1976 _ took on the job full-time in 1984 through
FortWorth’s NMCRT C (Naval and Marine Corpsafter an operation was determined to be unfit for aCth% The Jacké moved to their present home in
Reservdraining Center); Navalt&tion Norfolk, service. Transferred to the inactive retied reserve, =~ _ ) P
Virginia: keyWest , Florida; Fort Lauderdale, Floridahe was dischaed inApril 1989, at age 60, to Vataugalexasin 1999 and full retiremefibey have

NAS (NavalAir Station) New Orleans; Orangeyeceived full retirement benefits. two children —a son, David Reece and a daughter
Texas; Long Beach, California; Navahgon Little In civilian life, Jack was employed by a furnituréayle Marie Durm, and five granddaughters and a
Creek,Virginia; Nova Scotia, Canada; Everettompany were he upholstered furniture, then workgandson.
Chiefs In Parade

NCPOA TAPS In the back seat are : Chief Frandis

Since Summer 2008 Issue (Casey) Jones and Chief Marvin Yow. | In
e EEEE—— front, driving, Peggy Williams (Casey's
Member Date of high school classmate and her friepd
Number Rate Name Death Loretta. Every year Thomasville (North
2367L YNC JohnT.Thompson 6-2-08 Carolina) has a Memorial Day Event,
571L GIVICI\/I(SS) Darrell E. Nelson2-22-08 which includes a parade and parachiite
2368  AMSC Nelson ynnLoew  6-20-08 jumps. Families of Service Personallin
1427L  ADRC JosephW. McLeese 3-3-08 the Thomasville, area who were killed|in

T_heywﬂl be missed. Condolences will be sent o Iragi or Afghanistan, were presented a
families. God Bless. Everyone pray for our troogs, plague in their memory.
and hope they come home soon. Submitted by Francis (Casey) Jones

Jack $ecker / Chaplain NCPOA
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|

Attention National Chief Petty Officers’ Association Members

I
| Dear Fellow Chief: I
| The National Chief Petty Officers Association was formed in 1988 in order to provide a platform for airing issues which affect us as active duty, retired and veteran |
| Chiefs. Its specific purpose is to generate world wide awareness of the importance of Regular and Reserve Chief Petty Officers in the U.S. Navy and Coast Guard of the |
I past, present and future, to encourage young sailors to appreciate the importance of study and advancement within the various ratings of these services; to promote I
reunions of members for remembering, camaraderie and good fellowship; to maintain true allegiance to the Government of the United States of America and to foster true
patriotism. I
Our next Convention in 2008 will be in Colorado Springs, Colorado. I
Local Chapters, or “Chiefs’ Quarters” will be and are being formed, which provide the backbone of our Association. These local Chiefs’ Quarters meet frequently and |
form the basis for lasting friendships. If one does not now exist in your area, you are urged to form one. |
Your dues include our official journal and newsletter, THE CHIEFS, published quarterly each year. In it will be the news of the day for Chiefs. I
We hope that you will join with us. Criteria for membership is that you are serving or have served as a Chief for at least 30 days. Please take the time to fill out this
application and mail it today. I
Thank you, I
I
I
I
i

Life Membership Dues for NCPOA HAIL TO THE CHIEFS,

Age Dues Age Dues Age Dues Age Dues AZC Jerry L. Sweeney, USN (Ret)

25-29 $335.00 40-44  252.50 55-59  $170.00 70-74 _ 87.50 g;-f;goczszgggg

30-34 307.50 45-49 225.00 60-64 142.50 75 & up 60.00 . ' . o

3540 280.00 5054 197.00 6569 115.00 Jernylsweeney@gmailcom - Application Fee: $5.00

(Note: Life Membership Duegpresent a 45% savings over yearly dues.) (one time only) plus
$15.00 per calendar

I am enclosing $5.00 plus $ Jyr 2yrs. $ Total $ Life year dues.

| certify that | have sared as Chief Petty Officer for at least 30 days in the U.S. Navy or U. S. Coast Guar
In consideration of being accepted as a member of the NCPOA, | further certify that | will abide by the rules
and by-laws of that ganization.

b Signature(Please Do Notype or Print) _ |
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Destroyers at Leyte—Oct 10-Nov 30, 1944 “Of all the tools the Navy will employ to control the seas in pny
They thought they’d been abandonediture war — the destroyer will be sure to be there.”
Byalter R. Wagener — Fleet Admiral ChesterW. Nimitz, U.S. Navy
It was “so” real... battle station. His twin mount was located on the pdraving lost ten ships after being attackedhyerican

He was alone on the deck of what looked to belaft) side of the ship directly below the bridge. Heaval aircraft And the allied directors of the invasion
U.S. Navy destroyer escort with everything paintasbuld hear the captamorders above. It was only aat Leyte Gulf, believed the Japanese had abandoned
standard battleship gray and the vessel looked “shifsill and when directed to “secure,” Mercer quickhall attempts to attack the ships off Leyte that were
shape.” Extremely thirsty and a bit hungrg started returned to his bunk and sleept 6:50 a.m., GQ delivering men and supplies as well as a returning
aft, stopping at every scuttlebutt (drinking fountairgounded again and even more reluctantly he rolled @#neral Douglas MacArthur However Kurita’s
only to find each as dry as his parched throat aimresponse. Mercer even left his socks behind, a pfarce had turned around and was once again headed
cracked lips. Below decks he entered thiicefs of his dress he'd wish later he'd included. Starting upward theAmerican ships dfLeyte.
wardroom — still no one was seen. On the dininbe ladder he heard that this was not a drill, Japanese Kurita’ s force emerges
table sat a lone bowl. Looking closely he found ghips were about 15-miles to their rebie grabbed a from the morning mists
contained dried pudding — a dish that had be&apok lifejacket and donned a steel helmet. It was a complete surprise when the enemy force
abandoned for days, maybe weeRrking his way As Mercets twin 40s lacked the range for a longyvas first located bfimerican airmen and reported to
topside again he moved to the shigide and steppeddistance fight between ships, he became “sort of” Hre escort-carrier commandédready it was too late
lightly into a life raft to re-join his seven shipmatesgbserver Looking back he could see the enemy fle&r planning as the Japanese ships could be seen as
who like him, were lost at sea. as the upper superstructures of the ships came abeir masts rose from the waters.

To Bill Mercer it seemed so reahnd when he the horizon. He was pleased when he heard the skipperJohnston was first to respond. Even before being
asked his “waterlogged” shipmates if they'd seen tloeder “flank speed” (full-throttle) ahead as this wouldrdered to attack it had sighted the lead cruisers and
destroyer escort, each agreed it had been there. ke them away from the enemyHis heart sank launched all ten torpedoes from 10,000 then turned

it wasnt there now howeverwhen he clearly heard the next order issuesvay (Later it would be determined that an enemy
Together they had been adrift for two days — lostfull left rudder This would turn them about anccruiser was hit and would later sink.).
when their ship, the destroyer USS Johnston, had bggm them straight at the Japanese ships. It was after the turn that Johnston began taking
sunk duringWorld War II's “Battle of Leyte Gulf,” The American Force at San Bernardino 8ait  hits. Three fourteen inch, followed by six-inch
and now most were hallucinating. There had been seven destroyers protectifgpjectiles —fortunately the day had produced a number
Mercer joins the Navy Admiral Kinkaid's “Taffy 11,” which consisted of six Of surrounding rainsqualls and the destroyer managed

Bill Mercer was 17, escort carriers. The destroyers (DDs, largest of tigedisappear from enemy fire byoving through its
with only a year left in destroyer class) were USS Hoel, Johnston, aadn smoke screen into thick rain clouds. Johnston
high school.But our Heermann, while the destroyer escorts (DEs, smaltntinued to fire by radar control at an enemy
nation was at war so hedestroyers) consisted of the USS Samuel B. Robetestroyer then started toward the Japanese cruisers.
enlisted in the Nayy USS Dennis, USS John C. Butleand the USS Despite having launched its torpedoes, Johnston

June 1, 1943, at Dallas Raymond. _ _ joined the Hoel and Heermann when the force
Texas. Following  ‘Escort” Carriers were small, light vesselgommander ordered the destroyers to attack — she
“boot” training and designed primarily to deliver aircraft into the Pacificyould provide support fire for the other destroyers
gunnery school, he torpedo attacks. Surprisinglthe Destroyer Escort
joined the crew of the Roberts also followed the destroyers into the attack.
USS Johnston (DD After the destroyers had Ia_unched torpedoes, they
A very young 557) the latest began to take numerous hits from the Japgnese
Seaman Bill Mager destr(,) er builtin Seattle cruisers and battleships. Heermann, attempting to
o .. Y X , leave the combat area, nearly collided with the
to fight in the Pacific. The crew adjusted quickly Johnston and later the escort-cajriganshaw Bay
to shipboard routine and following the shakedown — all the while the four destroyers where being hit by
cruise earned six battle stars in various island enemy cruiser and battleship projectiles. Nevertheless,
operations as the U.S. sea and land forces moved all were still returning fire. The odds were terribly
closer to Japan and victory against them and three destroyers would soon be sunk.
Assigned to twin 40mm guns during battle, Johnston, mortally wounded,
Seaman First Mercks regular duties were in the is soon dead in the water

USS Johnston (557), one of 175 war-built Fletcher

Iau’ndry room, and on O_ctok,)er 25.’ 1944,_at 4 a-Miass destwyers. Launched in October 1943
he’'d completed an all niglst'washing routine and

crawled weatrily into his bunk.
The battle plan a

USS Johnston was part of the invasion fle
returning General Douglas MacArthur to th

Mercer had joined another sailor at one of the

; five-inch guns, throwing spent ammunition casings
Johnston displace some 2,100 tons, was 375 f eErboard to allow the mount to rotate freetany

_ T5Y
in length _and cap_able .Of 31 knots and, 't8f the larger hits sent the crews sprawling, dazed on
mament included five 5-inch dual-purpose gun

. IUNRe deck.All knew the ship was mortally wounded,
(r)]ttwmt__élq-mrr;tBofors ?nd tfour 30Trg Oel’||l|(0 et for over a half hour they continued to fire their
Philippines. In all there were 738 ships (including 1 I?th S?; éeaézﬁrgh@?eu{;\i;wips O.Ir.f]i c;wuco?wssi;gg uns. Then suddenly return fire ceased and the ship
combat vessels, a carrier force comprised of 327 men ' was dead in the watehe crew in confusion.
carriers, six battleships, 17 cruisers, and 64 destroyers). ' _ _ ~ Mercer remembered moving from a group of
And everything was going according to scheduldheater for use at shore |_nstallat|ons and o_ther carrigsflors gathered near the side only to turn and witness
Leyte was taken and a large part of the invasion ships@ttack carriers used in combat operations. Thgy of them being killed by another hit 0945 (9:45
departed, all except those in direct support of t§éSO flew support missions and antisubmarine pateoim.) the order came to abandon ship. He was
invasion force, primarily cargo and passenger shifgiifing major fleet operations, such as landing on enepayyctant to go overboard unkie heard the skipper
escort carriers, and destroyers. shores. They carried a limited amount of defe”@?\/e the order Even as Johnston was abandoned

However on October 23, the fleet was alerted AUipPment, including ship armor and aircraft ordnancg,  sinking, an enemy cruiser continued to fire at the
enemy ship movements. In a complex plan, tpéglgrtu?]atglgthe Tnaw(;carnert:‘ortc;]e led lAdmO:raI troublesome destroyer as if it might still harbor a

: : ey had been lured away by the enemy decoy :
3?%2?5&2?0”; ct)?:_ieytlg_d?—Eiﬂdneoﬁigﬁitcgrxirtgek;r@cgcrificial carriers to the north and could never retuto Zgzrzd_or‘:zu?;ton sank 25-minutes after the order

would lure theAmerican carriers way from Leyte!" time to protect the carriers remaining at Leyte. : .
while the other two battle groups advanced separately The Japanese force Survivors clung to nets, a few life rafts, and

through the Philippine Islands and attacked the invasion 1he three destroyers (Hoel, Johnston, arfner debris in the warm water as a hot sun beat
fleet. The enemy northern unit (there were thr&ie€rmann) were ordered to attack the enemy forgamercifully on the dazed and wounded survivors.
units — northern, central, and southern) was@ force that entered San Bernardino Strait havi%etreatmg enemy destroyer passed close by and

; ; rcer could see some of his crewmembers flash
successful in drawing the U.S. carriers away — i flanking groups of destroyers, each led by a cruis

; der th dadmiral “Bull” Hul six more heavy cruisers, and four battleships, all wef¢¢ number one sign — at least the enemy didn't
orce under the commanaAdmiral "Bull” Hulsey. . 41 fleet force — a force under tHPen fire again. In the distance, the Johnston crew

ccheclie a3 several o1ttt major combat shps wefdmand oWice Admira Takeo Kuria G iser were rescued by & Japanese destioyer
) P Admiral Kurita was apprehensive upon enteringfUiSer were rescued by a Japanese destroyer

lost to submarine and air attack; nevertheless, tf}%% waterof San Bernardino Strait as he already Mercer and his shipmates would

carried on and both emerged through the islands; to wait for almost 50 hours for rescue
confront theAmericans. Southern force had beelﬁneW that the Japanese force to the east had beer}M

, though they could see the island of Sanitar
turned early with the loss of five ShipS on the morni feated and turned back durlng the Battle of t\l;]veas miles away and they were very much alone.

of October 25, at Surigao Strait. ibuyan Sea. He and his force of surface ships wgf€, 55 (3 p.m.), the first shark attack occurred.
USS Johnston alerted to Japanese force ~ alone, and thamerican force they now approachedeyeral were bitten, two lost. It was then that
General Quarters (GQ) sounded aboard Johnswsare believed to be comprised of attack carrieyfercer missed his socks. His white feet were bright

about 6 a.m., on October 25, and Mercer crawlgdotected by cruisers and maybe battleships.  flags for sharks as they stuck out of his dungaree

reluctantly from his bunk, dressed and reported to his Kurita’s force had been turned back the day before, (Continued on Page 8)
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(Continued fom Page 7) Facts about the battle
pant legs. That night, groups drifted apart. Shark SUrPrisinglyAdmiral Kurita ordered his force to R E U N I O N S
e about, retreafAnd the crews of thosemerican

attacks continued. Frustrated at not being resc

o i ' ' ' If your organization is having a
and with little sleep and no food, the next day St'PS still afloat looked on in astonishment as the eney C !
noon Mercer starte?d off to Samar with five otﬁefprce disappeared — a force that could have eagily reunI(_)r]IC, please submit the
i Information to
men while clinaing to a four by four board abo estroyed all of their vessels then moved to attack
ten feet long git vg\]/as about th)i/s fime he removﬁ]ose ships off Leyte. Kurita and most of his senipr ~ JOCS Véllter R. VéigenerUSN (Ret)
' fficers sincerely believed they were facing attadk Editor, The CHIEFS

his water saturated, kapok lifejacket that quick

sank. He'd been subporting the life-savina devid@rtiers and with the ferocity that the destroyefs - i
for some time PP g g attacked, they thought they were cruisers with mdre Grand Prairie, TX 75052-5986

. . ) 972.264.4946 « wjwagener@att.net
Many of the survivors were hallucinating. som@nd m_aybe bigger s_hlps coming md’ the constant i _ i _Bi-
- mbing and strafing runs initiated by the escdrtAVES National —Women inthe Navy - Bi-Annual
would start swimming off for no apparent reason or PP . ; ) . y - i iforni -
: I , arriers’ aircraft, despite not having the proper armpf>2tnering at San Diego, California, SEP 8-13, 2008
no particular direction. If other survivors couldn’tgraﬁierCin hinhelol anl?j A amoSnts o?an?muniti Lt Holiday Inn on the Bay, WAVE website -
them fast enougtiney just simply disappeared. BuP 9 P Mwww.womenofthewaves.com, President's email —

. was demoralizing to the Japanese crews. Kurjta
the seas were calm and warm with waves averagin g P Sharonsnw1124@aol.com.

Ing : .

: . “conceded he would save his ships for another d Y, iy ,
- -a- SSD AD-14), SEP 21-21, 2008, at San D ,
about a foot-and-a-half high, the skies clear and bright  ,-ned his force around and headed back for Jafaps Colr):; ét : J'T.)Smith L2, 20C 90% : aé‘alfgﬁﬁ

blue. . . - Mercer back in the states TN 37066-6923, Ph. (615) 513-2440,
~ Making alittle headway in the direction of Samar  Eor the remaining days of the wiercer served tsbhaven@mindspring.com

it was late that afternoon that Mercer and his fellogt an ammunitions depot near Seattfashington until | Navy Tender Sailors Association, SEP 21 -24,
swimmers were picked up by two other Johnst@ging discharged in March 1946. He completed hi§jl2008 at San Diego, CA Contact, J.T. Smith, 107
crewmen, who had also decided earlier to swim to t8engol then served with tHEexas Highway Patrol | Brookhaven Court, Gallatin, TN 37066-5601 Ph.
island and on the way found a damaged life raft. Thgjgry e taking a securipyosition with General Motors (615) 452-6589, jtsbhaven@mindspring.com

were some rations in the raft and all eight survivo : - . USS Iwo Jima Class Association  (USS Iwo Jima
now enjoyed something to eat. Each man lying in tL@Arllnthn,Texas. Mercer retcllriq aS.fGNb?]I.er th PH2/LHD7), Okinawa (LPH3), Tripoli (LPH10/
life raft clung to the rubber-boat as it seemed to dr&?{cumy In June 1986. He and his wife, Shirley hpeveea, New Orleans (LPH11) for ship’s company
toward Samar and they hoped to make shore sometf&® daughters and five grandc_:hlldren. » and Marine Corps personnel —15-19 OCT 2008, at
during the night. Instead, the current changed and,AS ?. memper.angi past president of ths“Tan | Marriott Hotel, Chesapeake, VA, contact: Robert
they where only slightly closer when the sun rose tR&il0rS Association” ofTexas, Mercer attended G. McAnally, 152 Frissell Street, Hampton, VA,

next day Seven of the survivors felt they could swirf€Unions held by surviving crewmen of the US}523663, phone: 866-237-3137, Fax: 757723-4660,
05 butwh Jecided h idall opted Johnston and  later the Johnston group would me gemail: yujack@megalink.net USS Fulton (AS1 1),
0 Ssamarbut wnen one deciaed ne couigiall opte | SEP 22-26, 2008, biennial reunion in Las Vegas,

to remain with the raft. The raft drifted seaward witifith the survivors of the USS Hoel, another deStrOY“ evada. Contact Capt. Richard Hartman, 400
the current, away from the island. lost a.t Leyte Gulf. .Mercer compiled a bpok th Bellevue Avenue, No. 305, Newport, Rhode Island

Much of the memories of Leyte Gulf are recalle§ontains the memories of many of the sailors Witgyg40.6958, (408) 846-6536, rhnkhs@verizon.net.
only when asked or when involved in writing or reading/TV1ved the Johnstombrdeal. USS Hansen, Oct. 16-19, Memphis, Tennessee.
about the battle itself. Mercer howewauld remember __ Bill Mércer passed away in May 2004. Contact: Jack Etheridge, 573-785-0991, Email:
that single hallucination about the destroyer escorp_ther facts of the Battle of San Bernardino Bait JGether@boycommonline.com.
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clearly every detail. It seemed so ra&thile adrift with RearAdmiral C.A. F. "Ziggy” Sprague was in
the seven other survivors he convinced himself itwasf12/9€ of Taffy 1ll, six carrier escorts and six — NEW MEMBERS —
real by logically assuming that all of them would haiestroyers to protect them. He'd prdered a searchygk (sw) Gary Tegel

gone aboard the ship when it came alongsion_oo '(5 a.m.) but b_ad weather hlnder.ed Fhe launchsta Mesa, California _ _
Nevertheless, they all agreed to having seen the eskg didn’t get off until 0658 (6:58 a.m.), ironically thélember 3141 = Duty assignments include USS Fox

ship, or had that agreement become part of the illusff{"€ time that the Japanese force emerged from {ffe33, 1981-83), 1SS Lockwood (FF004, 1983 9)

also. When next he stepped from the raft it was to safﬁﬂ}‘i”s they'd been sailing in arrl]d 3ommenced f'”rl‘gi_loore (FFG19), USS Racine (LST1191), USS Sides
and eventual return to his home stat@eofas. or some strange reason, the Japanese naval gt 14), Uss Curts (FF6), USS Frank Cable, USS
command had ordered the cruisers and battleshipvistClusky (FFG), and today as a facilitator at the Center

attack and the destroyers to follow in the rear ~ for Naval Leadership.
One of Johnstor’'two engines had been knocked
out when they initiated their first attack alone — latgfyic otis L. Clements
despite having only one engine, and an attack speed mbandville, Alabama
meager 17-knots, she moved to support the otiamber 3142

1987-present, serving with reserve program — USS J. A.

Referred by SHCM Vernon Runyan, USN Ret.

destroyers Recruited by Scott McLean

USS Samuel B. Roberts Iiste_d, lay over on hngC Gene L. Saffell
beams$ ends, and then gave a twist and sank by #vay, california
stern at about 0910 (9:10 a.m.). She had been in tegnber 3143 — Duty assignments include CVA-31,
thick of the fight against cruisers and battleships wif/A-64, CVA-66, and VAH 2, 3, and S.
the destroyers, despite her size. The other three U.S.
destroyer escorts (USS Raymoryd., 'Dennis, Butl@iet wayne D. Horbatt
were ordered to attack after the initial attacks wek@nroe, New Jersey
made by the destroyers and lone destroyer escort, W&8ber 3144 — Duty assignments include USS

Roberts. Raymond and Dennis each fired thrggllowstone (AD41), USS Clark (FFG11), SIMA Norfolk,

Virginia; SIMA Mayport, Florida; Submarine Support

torpedoes then turned from the area, while the th'ff_gcility, New London, Connecticut; SIMA Philadelphia,

destroyer escort, Butler never managed to get Aflantic Ordnance Command, and Earle Weapons
position to lainch its torpedoes and was recalled tgation.

make smoke in an attempt to hide the carriers.

Raymond and Dennis were going to join Butler but gfyc wayne A. oppel

this time realized the enemy was gone. Winston-Salem, North Carolina
Bill Mercer with his wife Shirley Hes holding Only the Escort Carrier USS Gambier Bay (CVEYember 3145

Recruited by AVCM Richard B. Smith

Referred by SHCM Vernon Runyan, USN Ret.

the book he publisheddm aticles submitted by 73), one of six carriers in the area, was SUNK by tHem wm mm o o Y MRC Dewey L. Holl, USNR Ret

Johnstors cewmembers and to his left in @ japanese force entering San BernardinaitS And,
glass-case is the model of the Johnston he Ku?ita was unaware thgt on that same morning t=1e HAVE YOU MOVED?
constructed. Japanese new Kamikaze Corps took off for the fift
At 1230 (12:30 p.m.), the eight survivors wergme and attacked ships in Leyte, sinking the Escqrt
picked up by a small landing craft and taken to &% rier Saint Lo and damaging the Sangamop,

LST (Landing ShipTank) in Leyte Gulf. Next stop sywannee, Santewhite Plains, Kalinin Bayand |
was New Guinea as many of the survivors from shiggxun Bay, I

lost in the battle were taken aboard the liner SS Lurline center force would retreat shortly after sinkinly

and returned to San Francisco. Mercer recalled the escort carrieiGambier Bay at 0907 (9:07 a.m.}

exact time they steamed beneath the Golden Ggdgeving they were facing the U.S. main carrier forde

Bridge as being 0913 (9:13 a.m.), on Decemberzhd cruisersAfter fierce fighting they had managed

1944, ’ _ ~to sink the destroyers USS Ho.el (8:50 a.m.), Uuds SEND ADDRESS CHANGE TO:
~Both the Johnstos’ captain and executiveRoberts (destroyer escort, 10:05 a.m.), and uss M & B Computer Services

officer were lost in the battle — total men missinglohnston (10:10 a.m.). This would be the final majl)r 104 Windcliffe Dr .

186. Amazingly, 141 survived, they had been in théleet action ofworld War Il as the beaten Japanede Ballwin, MO 63021

water for over 50 hours. fleet retreated. | email: billlahn@charter .net



