
VOL. 2 NO. 15 APRIL 22, 1944

FIGHTING 17 SMASHES ALL RECORDS
LT. COMDR. SHAW NEW "GUN BOSS"

Lt. Comdr. James C. Shaw, USN, young, but battle-scarred,
is the BUNKER HILL'S new Gunnery Officer, betngelented
from his post as assistant to succeed Comdr. W. R. D.
Nickelson, recently d~tached and ordered to new duty as yet
unrevealed.

The new "gun boss" Is one of the most popular oUieer:s
on the Ship,4Uid boasUl ... combat record' second' to none,
h.~ving served on the Atlanta during all her battles, and be-
came the recipient of the PresidenUal Unit Citation, the
Silver Star and the Purple Heart as the result of actions
whUe aboard her. He was a member of the great nucleus
provided the shtp by the Atlanta, which besides hlmself,ln-
cluded Comdr. Nickelson, Lt. W. H. Mack, and Lt ijg) G. F.
Colleran. This quariet reporled to the BUNKER IDLL
shortly after the gallant end of the Atlanta, and lent a strong
backbone and valuable experience to the gunnery depart-
ment. Lt. Colleran was also recently detached, leaving Lt.
Comdr. Shaw and Lt. Mack as the only Atlanta alumni.

Also detached were Comdr. A. p. Rhamy, MC-V(S),
USNR, who was ordered to the Monterey as Senior Medical
Officer; Lt. S. R. Cummings, USNR, LandingSignal Officer;
and Lt. ijg) H. J. Chedesler, USN, of the Engineering De-
partment. Cummings and Chedester were to report to the
west coast for further assignment. 'The landing signal duties
will now be shared by Lt. E. S. Dewey, USNR, who has
teamed with Lt. Cummings for the past year, and Lt. E. E.
Rodenburg, USNR, the AIr Group LandIng Signal Officer.
Lt. Comdr.P.P.Barrick, USNR, also a naval aviator, re-
ported aboard at our last port. Lt. Comdr. Barrick served
at NAS, Clinton, Oklahoma, before Joining us.

+=====: ===.+========.1:1==+

ENLISTED PERSONNEL MAY BE INTERCHANGED
BETWEEN SHORE, SEA

To expedite the relief of enlisted men who have been on
sea duty fQr more tb'1n 18 !Donttut. tM i.u.u:.ct-.e.nge-.o~
listed personnel between the forces afloat and the shore
establishments has been authorized.

Bupers aMounced on 4 June 1943 the establishment of
a policy for rotating duty of enlisted persoMel who have
been performing hazardous duty aboard ship and at outly--
Ing stations. Eighteen months was specified in such duty as
the minimum, after which men are considered available to
return to the U. S. for a maximum of 30 days rehabilitation
leave) if practicable J and assignment to duty. Such duty
may be either in shore establishments or in nucleus crews
of new ships.

Authority previously had been granted to ComAirLant
and ComFalrWestCoast to Inlerchange aviation branch and
general service ratings with NAFTCs.

District commandants are working out the necessary
details after conferences with fleet personnel officers.
Men who have served longest at shore establishments) ea...
peclally those granted extensions under the three-year
shore duty survey, wm be given high priority on the list of
those slated for sea duty.

..

OUTSTANDING PACIFIC SQUADRON

Word reached the ship this week from newspaper ac-
counts that our first Flghler Squadron has returned home in
triumph, havfng established an enviable reco;d in their
months of fighting the Japa. We have every reason to be
proud of this group and feel thsl they belong to us because
It was only recently that they were permanently detached
frouUh!s shlr,.Nit~ tl>e. -"1Jdt """,tns age. Fe..
aooardwtll ever forget that memorable attack our first--
when they did such a grand Job of protecting us In the long
sustained attack of enemy Vals and Kales. We were very
grateful to them then--now, we can be more than proud of
them. Just look at their record, as reported by the Ne,..
York Times:

They set a Pacific record by shooting down 154 Jap
planes In 79 days of combat, including 60 missions of es-
corting bombers In the New Georgia, Bougalnville and
Rabaul sectors.

They have ball again as many "probablesu shot down-
their SkIpper, insisting no plane be reporled as shot down
unless It was actually seen falling in flames.

They never lost a bomber from a group that Its filers
escorted.

They sunk sewn Japanese cargo ships and 17 barges,
setting another record for damage to the enemy by a flghler
group.

They have thirteen aces (those who shot down II ve or
moreenemyplanes) in the squadron.They are:

Lt. ijg) Ira C. (Ike) Kepford, former Northweslern
University halfback, is both his Squadron's and the NAVY'S
LEADING ACE, with 16 planes to his credit. Lt. Comdr.
J. T. (Tommy) Blackburn, the Squadron Commander, Is
next with 11.

I..t. Comdr. ''Rigid Roger" Hedrick, 9; Lts. "OcC"
'1linowetck,8;-Ttm (in.,"'8; Lts. Ug) Ea~i Way, <I; =
Cordray, 7; "Mac" Burris, 7; Dan Cunningham, 7; Billy
Mims, 6; "ButchU Davenport, 6; Lts. Jim StreigJ 5; '~irty
Eddleu March,5) who was a former University of North
Carolina athlete, wiMlng the National Pentathlon Cham-
pionship In 1940.

Each member of the Squadron, with but three exceptions,
has shot down one or more Jap planes.

Upon their return to the States,Ihis 'Skull and Cross-
bones' Squadron,also knownas 'Blackburn's Irregulars'
contradicted the popular clviltan scuttlebuti thai the Jap-
anese are running short of ptlots and that the quality of
their alrmen is deteriorating. This report quotes 'Tommy'
Blackburn as saying: .'The Japanese pilots have Improved,
If anything, since the early days of air combat at Guadal-
canal. They used to have some awful jerks, but those we
met at Rabaul recently are much better. They have had
plenty of time to recover from their losses at Midway." He
eJq>ioded the myth that the Nips seldom use parachutes.

I continued on page 7)
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Articles for the Government
Of the United States Navy-

The Navy of the United States shall be governed by the
following articles:

ArtIcle I

The commanders of all fieets, squadrons, naval stations
and vessels belonging to the Navy are required to show In
themselves a good example of virtue, honor, patriotism,
and 3ubordlnatlon; to be vigilant In Inspecting the conduct
of at persons who are placed under their command; to
guard against and suppress all dissolute and Immoralprac-
ticesj and to correct, according to the laws and regulaUons
of the Navy, all persons who are gullty of them; and any
such commander who offends against this article shall be
punished as a court martial may direct.

ArtIcle 2

The commanders of vessels and naval stations to
which chaplains are attached shall cause dtvtne service to
be performed on Sunday wheoever the weather and other
ctrcumslances allow It to be done; and It Is earnesUy rec-
ommended to all officers, seamen, and others in the naval
service dIllgenUy to aUend at every performance of the
worship of Almighty God.

ArtIcle 3

Any Irreverent or unbecoming behavior during dlvtne
service shall be punished as a genera! or summary court-
martial may dtrect.

+======11=====+==_==="=====+

Know Your Navy-
The Hrose box" does not contain fiowers. It Is the en-

larged end of a suction pipe which acts as a strainer to
prevent clogging matertals from entering Ibe pumps.

A "lazy guy" is not necessarily an idler. In nautical
language, a lazy guy Is a rope or tactle used to malte fast
a boom or spar In rough weather.
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The Pacific Front
SUMATRA - NO. 15-

Sumatra Is an Island of the. Dutch East indies, In the
indian Seas, Immedtately under Ibe equator. In the dtrec-
tlon of It!: greatest lenglh It extends from northwest to
southeast. Its greatest lenglh Is about 1,000 miles, and Its
greatest breadth about 260 miles; Its area Is about 160,000
square miles. It ranks second in size to Borneo among
the Asiatic Islands and has a population of almost one
million.

The west side of Ibe Island Is mountainous, but the east
side has a totally dtfferent character, and spreads out Into
Interminable plains nearly as level as the sea; Many of
the southern mountains in the Barisau range are of a vol-
canic nature and reach a height of 12,000 feet. Occasional
eruptions among some of the more active volcanoes have
caused devastation to the naUves who mine the metals that
abound In this area. So much of the interior is Intractable
and hazardous to overland communications that river traf-
fic, particularly in Coal, is the main mode of commercial
transportation on the Island. The Musl and Jambl are nav-
Igable for most of Ibelr five hundred miles and are Ibe two
chief rtvers of Sumatra.

The forests are very rich and yield valuable timber or
olber useful products, such as benzolu and gutta-percha. Tb
tremendous inroads our submarines have made on the Jap-
anese merchant marine have forced the enemy to construe
wooden barges to replace the tankers and freighters that
have been lost. In most of Ibe East Indtan Islands where
producUve wood Is plentiful the Japs have Inlttated build.
ing programs, using native labor, to keep the rich resource
fiowlng to Ibe homeland. Pepper Is Ibe chief cultivated
product. Sago and rice are also cultivated, and excellent
tobacco and coffee are grown for export. The 011output was
well over 5,000,000 tons a year before Ibe war. It Is dlf.
ficult to estimate Ibe annual yield to the Japs as the re-
treating Dutch laid waste to the more Important refineries.
Yet it seems almost certain that the enemy has restored
most of Ibe destruction. Great quantities of tin are mined
on the East Coast and on the Islands of Bangka and Bllliton
which are a part of the province of Sumatra.

The native populations consists of Malayans, Butaks,
and Menaugkabaunese. Before Ibe Jap conquest the pro-
vtnce was divided Into several administrative districts with
the Dutch Governor residing at Medan, the capital of Ibe
Island. Originally discovered by a Portuguese navigator
In the flfteenlb century, Ibe Dutch settled there as early as
the seventeenth century and by the mlddte of Ibe nlneteenlb
century the Island was formally recognized as a Dutch
colony. The Dutch colonial policy was no more enlightened
In Sumatra than In the olber East Indtan Islands and the
natives made little eUort to check the onrushing Japanese
who completed thel~9nquest In Feb. 1~2.

Aside from the natura! resources of Sumatra the Is-
land ts of great strategic Importance. The norlbern half
of Ibe Island extends Into Ibe indian Ocean and guards the
southern and western fiank of SIngapore. Any approach to
SIngapore by sea from the west must come wllbln easy
range of enemy bombers and naval units based In Sumatra.
Tbe southern approach to Singapore Is complelely cut off by
the Island and the oft-mentioned drive of Lord Louls Mount
batten to recapture the great bastion of Singapore will be
harassed by enemy naval and air strenglh operating from
Sumatra.

Bunker Hillbilly Says:-
A cluck whose pipes I'd like to burst

Is the guy who always gets In line THE FIRST I

~



A cryptic comment overheard recently, carried the im-
plication that in this, as in most wars, there are those who
are fighting It and those who aliI't fighting It -and the for-
mer will go on fighting It and the latter wl1l continue "ain't
fightin' it. n U this be true, no one can deny a place for
our new "gun boss," Lt. Comdr. James E. Shaw, USN, in
the original category, For him the smell of gunpowder has
become as natural as the indelicate aroma commonly as-
sociated with the slalls around Maxwell Street In the good
city of Chicago.

For those who believe they have been rendered stran-
gers to the goodness and comforts to be found In the 48
states; after-a few-months at sea-, lehheardwell'btlefij'On'~
the career ot Lt. Comdr. Shaw, who has had less than six
months In six years In which to re-accllmate himself to
the scenes of his youth - or rather, early youth, as he stlll
has many years to go before even reaching what Is con-
sidered middle age. He Is only 31 years old.

The "gun boss" began his career peacefully enough In
the invigorating climes of Minnesota and Ontario, centered
mainly around St. Paul, where be was born. Near the con-

clusion of his grammar school da,/s, he came upon a work
which we'll call "Tom Merrlwell sFlrstYearAtAnnapolls:'
and after greedily failing upon this and the succeeding
works dealing with the young man's exploits during the
second and fourth year. Jim Shaw promptly decided: that
was for him.

He secured a Congressional appointment at 15, a year
prior to his graduatlon from high school, but only Irked
the gentleman In Washington who appointed him when It
was discovered he had not as yet attained the age required
for acceptance. The next year he wangled an alternate
senatorial appointment, but was stlll left outside the gates
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when the No. I appointee accepted. Undaunted, he stepped
into the Naval Reserve recruiting office, surprised his
mother when he returned home that night fully clad In the
apprentice seaman uniform of the day. Two years in the
Reserve, attending periodic drills, cruising on the Great
Lakes, all while sandwiching In an outside job, fitted him
for a chance at the competitive exams offered by SECNAV
to select 25 promising young men from all over the country
for the Naval Academy. Be was among the chosen few,
entering the Academy In June of '32 and graduating with tlie
Class of 1936. He'll admit to nothing outstanding during
his four years there, but it is known that he served as
Varsity Footb.lll manager and on the edltorlal staff of "The
Log."

After graduation he was first asslgoed to the old cruis-
er, Northampton and then to an old four-stacker destroyer,
Litchfield, which was then the tactical flagship for the sub-
marine force, and an Integral part of SUBRON 4 based at
Pearl Harbor. He was then ordered for duty In the Orient,
and thus began an association with the Japs that has been
terminated only by short weeks In the States ..hIle waiting
for a new ship to be commissioned.

He left Honolulu on the President Pierce, and his first
Impression of Japan was gained ..hen the liner put In at
Yokohama. It was mld-..lnter there, and extremely cold,
..hich didn't help to alter his opinion on the shabbiness of
the country. He does confess though, to a lilting for the
Japs at that time. There seemed to be little evidence of
war preparations there, and the people were friendly and
hospitable. His vle..s gradually changed, ho..ever, as he
..ent on to Kobe, Tokyo and the temple city of Kyota, ..here
more frequent contacts were made with the Japanese army
uu an entirely different breed than the peaceful Japanese
of Yokohama. WhIle It was stl1l difficult to notice any
large scale preparations, several Incidents do stand out In
his mfnd that served to prove these ..ere going on.

The Pierce was the first American ship to put In at
Shanghai since the bombing of the President Hoover, and to
Comdr. Shaw, the most amazing thing about Shanghai was
the international Settlement u_a virtual unblemished Is-
land In the midst of shattered ruins, and teaming with thou-
sands of many nationalities. No passport was required for
admittance to the sheltered walls, so the settlement grad-
ually filled with White Russians and Je..lsh refugees from
Europe

At that time Americans were treated pretty well by Jap
soldiery, but not so the British, ..ho ..ere subjected to con.
stant searches and untold indignities. Comdr. Sha.. re-
members his picture being taken on many occasions, al-
ways ..Ithout his kno..ledge and permission, and followed
only by the usual apologettc hissing as the Jap lensman
stole quietly and speedily away. Chinese ..ere under con-
stant exploitation. Many of their thugs ..ere hired by the
Japs to pounce upon a lone American sailor In an eUort to
creat~'lnctdeDt, between Chlnt'and~ -United States.
Graft, political debasements and petty "rackets ere
noted In all sectors. U a Jap private wanted a little extra
pocket money, he had only to stretch a fe.. strands of
barbed-wire across a public walk and then charge nati""
passers-by 10~ for the privilege of walltlng around It.
American Shore Patrol was gtven a particularly bad time,
trying to settle all disputes amicably and ward aU all at-
tempts at creattng Incldenls. It was not a happy JOb.

Comdr. Sha.. Joined the destroyer, Stewart, at Manila
as its engineering oUicer, and summers in North China
gave him a further Insight on the country and Its people,
both of ..hlch he gre.. to like tremendously. ManIla also
holds many happy memories, for It ..as here he met and
married Jane Holt, an Army ''Junior,'' the daughter of a
Colonel In the Medical Corps. His sister, Betty Lou, ..ho
had come to Pearl Harbor just prior to his transfer to the
China station, Joined them here, and the three of them
lived In a three-hundred-year old Spanish home replete
..Ith antique treasures of teak and mabDgony and even
bordered by a moat.

(conUnued on page 6)




