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AIR GROUP OFFICERS RECEIVE AWARDS
ADMIRAL WAGNER AND frfAFF OUR GUEfrfS

Rear Admiral Frank D. Wagner, USN, veteran Naval
aviator and present commander of another carrier cUvisioD
bas been a guest aboard, along with his slalf, for the past
several days.

Admiral Wagner, a Naval Academy graduate ...Ith the
Class of 1915, bas bad a long and distinguished Naval
career, including the command of the famous PATWING
10, whose heroisms werewritten into the early annals of
the war during the Japanese Invasion of the Philippines.
For his part In the tremendous task of evacuation against
overwhelming enemy odds, Queen Wl1hemlna gave personal
recognition for his outstanding contribution by awarding
him the Order of Orange Nassau, one of Bolland's highest
honors for valor.

Prior to his present duty, Admiral Wagner was Ass't.
Chief of Nan! Operations for AIr, under Admiral John S.
McCaIn. Be Is largely responsible for the formations of
NATS (Naval AIr Transport Service) a network of alr-
lines that bas greatly eased the transportation burden In
all parts of the globe ...hlch be organized during an earlier
tour of duty In the bureau. Be was raised to his present
rank In October, 1942, and a short time later assigned as
COIIF AIRSEATTLE, before betng once more recalled to
Washington In the oUice of CNO.

One of the Admiral's proudest moments came during
hts last tour In Washington, ...hen It was his happy prtvllege
to swear his daughter, Catherine, Into the enlisted ranks of
the WAYES -especially ...hen she had been Jesting him
considerably about JOlnlng the WACS. Be bas another
daughter, Esther, ...ho, ...hen not attending Scripps College,
lives ...Ith Mrs. Wagner In the family home at Coronado,
Calif.

Chief of Slalf for Admiral Wagner Is Caplaln Fitzhugh
Lee, USN. former Air Offieer and then uExec" of the
Essex. Other stall oUicers aboard are: Comdr. Roscoe
L. Newman, USN, Operations Officer; Lt. Comdr. Samuel
C. lvey, USNR, Communications Officer; Lt. Comdr. David
S. Brown, USN, Gunnery Officer; Lt. Comdr. Melville E.
Stone, USNR, ACI OUicer; and Lt. Thurse F. Sigman,
USNR, AIde and Flag Lieutenant.

Eight enlisted men, Including two CPOs, round out the
complement aboard. -

DECORATED BY ADMIRAL MONTGOMERY

Awards and decorations ...ere made last ...eek to twenty
seven officers of the BUNKER BILL and Its Air Group by
Admiral A. E. Montgomery, ...ho also paid high tribute to
the enUre ship's company "who made it possible for the
aviators to do their Jobs."

In a brief Introductory speech at the hangar deck cer-
emony, the Admiral observed that "It Is one of the duties
that I enjoy to make awards from time to time, but I also
want to compliment the entire ship's company on the job
they have done which makes these awards possible."

The men below decks, the crews ...ho push planes on
the Qlght and hangar decks, are also to be commended for
the ...ork that they have done, Admiral Montgomery said.
Many of them, he continued, some day may win personal
distinction (or their work.

Tbe awards, presented with the reading of the citations
upon 1rh1cbthe honors were based, weremade in the name
of AdmlralM. A. Mllscher, Task Force Commander, (or
mtsslons and accomplishments of the past several months.
Fourteen Bombers, ten Fighters and three members o( the
Torpedo Squadron ...ere decorated. They are:

THE DIfrfIMOUISHEDFLYINGCROSS

Comdr. A. McB. Jackson, Jr. Comdr. R. L. Shifley
Lt. Comdr. K. F. Musick

THE AIRMEDAL

Comdr. W. M Collins Lt. (Jg)J. W. Topliff
Lt. Comdr. E. S. McCuskey Lt. (Jg)R. A. Born
Lt. M. D. Carmody Lt. (Jg)J. E. Keefe
Lt. A. D. Jones Lt. (Jg)W. E. Lamoreaux
Lt. B. E. Sbefchlk Lt. (Jg)W. B. Longino
Lt. (Jg)W. C. Ballance Lt. (Jg)L. J. Mason
Lt. (Jg)E. G. Boyles Lt. (Jg)L. T. Mereness
Lt. (Jg)B. T. Brownscombe Lt. (Jg)P. Newman
Lt. (Jg)A. R. Coffin Lt. (Jg)R. J. Rosen
Lt. (Jg)E. L. Felghtner Lt. (Jg)J. B. Weber
Lt. (Jg)W. B. Folkedabl Lt. (Jg)J. O. Mcintire
Lt. (Jg)T. B. Hardy Lt. (Jg)T. Sbea

GOLDSTARIN LIEUOF THE SECONDAIR MEDAL
Lt. (Jg)E. L. Felghtner

Popular War Correspondent Returns
Snow-thatched, broad-beamed Dan McGuire, genlal

scrivener of Pacific events for the United Press, Is hack
aboard after a short cruise away from ...bat he describes
as "the friendliest fold of them all -the BUNKER BILL."

uIt was dreadful to leave this ship at all," choked
McGuire, uand as the whale-boat bore me away, a lump as
big as an apple came Into my throat, and briny rivulets
started to drool from my eyes. Not only that, but you
couldn't even get a .IIIrd belplng on the other ship -or a
snack at midnight to keep body and soul together through

the bleak, early morning hours."

Welcomed hack aboard In a ...eakened condition, the
once porUy correspondent Is nursing his falling f ..ame
back to normal ...Ith a diet of the menu - five times a day -
and complete reluatlon In his old basket.

ult's great to be back," the noted San Franciscooracle
was beard to explain. ''U only my girls, Phyllis (hIs lfe),
Sharon and Bonnie could be with me, plus a fe... extra
steaks, I'd like to stay on for the duration."



Tbe ShIp's Paper of the U. S. S. BUNKERHILL
Tbomas P. Jeter, Captain, U. S. N.

Commanding
J. J. Quigley, Lteut. (C...plaln) U.S.N.R.
E. L. Mortarty, Lleut U.S. N.R.
W. C. Mitchell, Lleut U.S. N.R.
E. F. Brlssle, Lteut U.S.N.R.
B. H. Rtdder, Lleut U.S.N.R.
V. L. Chandler, Prtr. Ie U.S.N.
W. J. Elsner, PboM.Ie U.S. N.R.
W. J. Hesston, Prtr.2c U.S. N.R.
H. L. Ferguson, Prtr.3c U.S.N.R.
A. C. Matre, RdM.3c U.S. N.R.
E. M. Spica, SIc U.S.N.R.

Articles for the Government
Of the United States Navy

( Continued)

Article 14

Fine and tmprtsonment, or sucb other puntshment as
a court-martial may adjudge, sball be Inflicted upon any
person In the naval service of the United States-

1. Who presents or causes to be presented to any per-
son In the civil, mllttary, or naval service thereof, for
approval or payment, any claim against the United States
or any oUtcer thereof knowing sucb claim to be false or
fraudulent; or

2. Who enters Into any agreement or conspiracy to de-
fraud the United States by obtaining, or aldlng others to
obtain, the allowance or pay of any false or fraudulent
claim; or

3. Who, for the purpose of obtaining or aiding others to
obtain, the approval, allowance, or payment of any claim
against the United States or against any officer thereof,
makes or uses, or procures or advises the making or use
of, any writing, or other paper, knowing the same to con-
tain any lalse or fraudulent statement; or

4. Who, for the purpose of obtaining or aldlng others to
obtain, the approval, allowance, or payment of any claim
against the United States or any officer thereof, makes, or
procures, or advises the making of, any oath to any fact or
to any writing or other paper knowing sucb oath to be false;
or

5. Who, for the purpose of obtaining, or aldlng others to
obtain, the approval, allowance, or payment of any claim
against the United States or any oUicer thereof, forges or
counterfeits, or procures or advises the forging or coun-
terfeiting of, any writing or other paper, or uses, or pro-
cures or adVises the use of, any sucb signature, knowing
the same to be forged or counterfeited; or

6. Who, having charge, possession, custody, or control
of any money or other property of the United States, fur-
nlsbed or Intended for the naval service thereof, knowingly
delivers, or causes to be delivered, to any person having
authority to receive the saine, any amount thereof less than
that for which be receives a certUlcate or receipt; or

7. Wbo, being authorized to make or deliver any paper
certifying the receipt of any money or other property of
the United States, furnlsbed or Intended for the naval ser-
vice thereof, makes, or delivers to any person, such writ-
Ing, without having full knowledge of the truth of the
statements therein contatned, and with Intent to defraud the
United States;

(continued next week)
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The Pacific Front
MINDANAO-NO. 19

Tbe most Southeasterly and second largest of the
PbllIpplne faland group Is Mindanao. Lying almost 200
miles northeast of Borneo with an area of some 36,000
square ml1es, It bas a population of almost 800,000. The
island Is a mountainous and volcanic region with a hot and
humid climate and frequent raln. The principal volcanoes
are the Clpo and Mallndany peaks. The forest of Mindanao
contain valuable woods for ship-building and furniture. The
principal trade of the Island Is In forest products and hemp.
The principal towns are Zamboanga (131,000) and Davao
(95,000).

Mindanao was first attacked by the Japanese cn the
same day as Pearl Harbor. The harbor of Davao, the cblef
port of Mindanao, was hit by Jap aircraft carriers that
were after allied shipping laying at anchor. Shortly after
the enemy had established beachheads on the Island of
Luzon to the north, landings were made at Mindanao. Op-
position in this large southern island was not as severe as
It was to the north and Mindanao was captured by the Japs
with relative ease. Its capture opened the way to New
Guinea on the south and Borneo on the west.

The Importance of Mindanao In the Pacific War grows
wltb time, for the day Is approaching wben we will be
ready to strike at the Philippines. After the successful
capture of HOllandia, General MacArthur Is Inclining his
way Into the Islands to the north and west from wblch to
bring Mindanao wltb1n range of his bombers. 11seems to
be a logical deduction that the main force of the Invasion
will come from New Guinea and that Mindanao will be the
first objective.

One hears a great deal of speculation on the caliber of
opposition to be expected in our drive to recapture the
Philippines. Undoubtedly It will be severe as the enemy
realizes that Its loss will be tantamount to cutting them oU
from their empire and place us In a position to strike at
the Coast of Cblna. One of the factors to be considered In
estimating our future success In the PbllIpplnes will be
the attitude of the natives. The enemy has made a gesture
for their friendship by giving them quasi self-rule. On the
Island of Luzon, the largest and most Important, meager
reports seem to Indicate that a portion of the population
are satisfied with Jap rule. These reports are difficult to
gauge and the true attitude of the naUves will probably not
be fully ascertained until we clash with the enemy there.
In Mindanao, however, there is every reason to believe
that the natives regard the Americans with favor and their
expected cooperation may be of great value to us In speed-
l1y ousting the enemy from the Southern PbllIpplnes.

--
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The Ship lost another "plank owner" and one of her
finest personalities recently, as Lt. Comdr. Alexander
Robertson Middleton departed to talte up new duties at Iowa
Pre-Flight. Middleton served as the ship's athletic officer
since commissioning, as well as assuming the responsibil-
Ities of Fly 2 and a gun battery.

There were few who knew him by the elongated handle,
and throughout the ship he was alfectlonately known to one
and all as "Pappy." Nor did this nickname come without
reason, for his was the distinguished pride to be the father
of triplets -three Identical and beautiful little girls, Mary,
Frances and DeVlsmes - who celebrated their seyenth
birthday just before their father left the ship. There has
been no other aboard who could boast such a distinction,
and probably no other officer In the Navy.

Bob's keen interest In the recreational aetivities of the
enllated men and his all-around genial good nature earned
for him the enviable reputation of being one of the best-
liked officers aboard. His Interest In the men was hound-
less, though perhaps only a few realize the untiring effort
he extended In promoting their welfare. To every officer
and man aboard he was a friend, and no man on the ship
was his enemy. He had a good word for all and the feeling
was returned In kind for him a hundred-fold. No greater
tribute could be paid.

In port, wben most of lIIe ship's company found oppor-
tunity for rest and reluatlon, Bob's work only Increased.

....
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Ife was the BUNKER HILL ambassador of good will at
large, as he visited the various ships of the Fleet andshore
actiVities arranging competition and recreation for the
men. His own happy and winning personality In those con-
tacts was of Immeasurable value In reflecting the spirit of
the ship, bespeaking the happy condition aboard and the
friendliness always sincerely extended by the ship to her
many frtends.

Bob came by his winning ways In an atmosphere of
southern hospitality just below the Mason and Dixon line.
Born In Centreville, Maryland, as a belated Chrlatmas
present to his parents on Dec. 27, 1903, Bob went on to at-
tend the University School In Baltimore during his grammar
school days and then prepped for Jobna Hopkins at St. Lute's
tn Wayne. Pennsylvania. During two years at Hopkins he
was a member of the football and swimming teams, and
after a switch to Baverford College, he played fullback and
captained the football team as well as running the 440 on
the track team. He graduated from Baverford In 1927.

After a whtrlln the business world, during which time
be was employed by the international Business Machine
Company, he dectded to embark on a teaching career, a
choice for whicb be can votce no particular reason. Hia
first teaching post -at St. Alban's In Wasblngton - became
a permanent one, as he was 800 a member oftheSLAlban's
faculty when be enllated In the Navy. The post has also
given him the football coacblng reins during all ih<?Seyears
and was probably a major attraction In bls choice of a
career. He will always be one to stay young with young
men, and a hoy's camp whlcb be has maintained In Vermont
for several years Ia further proof of the enjoyment he de-
rives from their company and the satisfaction obtained
from properly helping to shape a budding career.

Bts first love, naturally, Is his family, but If he has a
partlc:ular bobby It would probably be the study of American
history, a subject he has always taught at St. Alban's and
In whicb he baa delved Intensely through five years ofpost-
graduate work at the American University In Washlngion.
Hia coaching and teaching days have brought him In contact
with many sons of the famous Navy men, one of his former
pupils being Brooke Montgomery, son of Rear Admiral A.
E. Montgomery. Bob's first meeting with the Admiral
eame when be was a Lt. Comdr., and a pleasant renewal of
the friendship was brought about wben the Admiral reported
aboard.

Before reporting to the BUNKER BILL, Lt. Comdr.
Mtddleton was In charge of the recreational and athletic
program for aviation cadets at Anacostla, under Comdr.
Carson, our first Air Officer who later became "Ene."
Lt. Comdr. GII Frauenbelm was one of the Instructors
there; Lt. Fred Davidson a budding engineer; and many of
our present pilots were undergoing the first stages of their
training.

Mrs. Middleton, the former Frances DuBos of Charles-
ton, South Carolina, and Bob were married In 1935. Toher
he concedes (with a smile) at least a share of the credit
for their triplets. To all fathers, the happy surprise of
such an eyent, is sometimes almost too much to withstand
the bursting pride that follows. Mr". Middleton, In conjun-
tlon with present day science, particularly the X-Ray, more
or less prepared Bob, however, and gave blm at least a
falr sense of mental balance.

After one of her vtslts to the doctor she called the pro-
spective proud "Pappy," telling blm to go out and get a
dr1Dk and then call her bact. "I did too,n be recalls, "and
I sure needed It wben I pboned ber back and received tbe
first news that It would be triplets."

In his new post at Iowa Pre-Flight, Bob wl1l have the
recenUy-commlssloned Lt. Frank Leahy as one of his as-
ststants. It Is recalled that Lt. Leahy also did a bit of
football coaching at Notre Dame. The Seahawks, as the
Iowa standard-bearers are known, now far and wide, have

(continued on page 7)
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