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A Look at the WASP’s Air Groups

Two full air squadrons and three
detachments from air squacdrons --
about 700 men -- are embarked in the
WASF for the Mediterranean deploy-
ment .

The five air groups are:

AIR ANTISUBMARTNE SCQUATRON THIRTY
NP (VS-31). The 56 officers and 247

enlisted men of VS-31 man 20 S2F-1
and S2F-2 Trackers twin-engine,
high-performance aircraft designed
antisubmarine work. These
planes fly night hops as a
matter of routine or fly in any kind
af wWeather. The S2F-2, a.later
model, is equipped to carry wesapon
RFTTY, an atomic depth charge.

VS-31 is home-hased at the Naval
Air Station, Cuonset Foint, Ehode
Island. Commanding Officer is CDR
/. 1. Scales, USN, and Executive
Gfficer is DR B. §. Umbarger, USN.

solely for

can

ITFLICOPTFR ANTISTEMARINF SOUATRCN
FLFVFN (1°S-11). The 40 officers and
234 enlisted men of HS-11 man the
squadron's 15 1IS5-1 helicopters
which are specially built as—anti-
These helos carry
the ever-important sonar and TACAN
(Tactical Air Navigation System) and
with torpedoes-and

submarine hunters

are equipped
dlepth charpes

HS-11 is home-based at tne Maval
Air Station, Quonset Point, Rhode
Island. Commanding Officer is CDR
V. W. Collins, USN, and Fxecutive
Officer is LCDR G. I. Dumas, USN.

DFTACHMFNT 48 OF KELICOFTER
UTILITY TWO (HU-2). The two offi-
cers and six enlisted men of JU-2's
Detachment 48 man the
HUP helicopter. mMission of
*tAngel '’
hovering off the carrier's

sYAnpel, "' a
the
is to'maintain a rescue
station,
starboard beam during aircraft laun-
ches and recoveries. In the un-
likely event of a plane crashing

into the water, the *‘Angel’® would

have the plane!s crew pulled to
safety in a matter of minutes. PU-2
is home-hased at the Naval Air

Station, New Jersey.
officer in Charge of FU-2's detach-
ment 48 1s LT J. A.

Lakehurst,
Barden.

DETACHMENT 48 OF CARRIER AIR-
BORNE FARLY WARNING SQUADRON -TWELVE
(VAWSTZY. ' The 1ot rochs e 30
enlisted men of VAW-12's Detachment
48 man four ADSW

engine planes designed to detect

airceraft, single-

CEC

C2I TRACYFR and }SS-1 BFLICOPTEXR

They search for submarines

low-flying enemy craft. These air-
craft normally serve on attack
carriers, signalling the carrier’'s
jet planes if enemy aircraft were
on the WASP,
with their special com-
munications system, are integrated
into antisubmarine operations.
VAW-12 is home-based at the Naval
Air Station, Quonset Point, Rhode
Island. The detachment's Qfficer
in Charge is LCDR J. E. Boyle, and
the Assistant QOfficer in Charge is
LT A- W. Oldbam.

detected at low level.
the planes,

SUP-UNIT 1 CF FELICCFTER MARINE
TRANSFCET (LIGFT) 262. The 20
of ficers and 40 enlisted men of
Sub-unit T EWP (L) 262 man eight
FES-3 belicopters which are used to

transport troops and supplies. The

unit is part of Marine Air Group 26,
hore-hased at MCAF, Jacksonville,
North Carolina. Gfficer in Charge
is | C. Koach. Assistant
cfficer-in-Charge is Captain —Fe Ne—-
Cehrsitz,

is major S,

All of these officers and men,
working and flying together, means
that close coordination is necessary
during flight operations. You no-
this out on the flight deck

as men in brightly colored jerseys,

tice

green, hrown, yellow, blue and red,

rerforn a8 smoothly-running check
of last-rminute details on the planes
before the fiyers climb aboard and
take off.

The men in the green jerseys
are merbers of the catapult (launch-
ing) and arresting gear (recovery)
crews or photographers or mechanics.

Brown jerseys are the plane captains.

Bright yellow denotes plane direc-

tors, elevator operators, and
Blue

plane handlers.

officers. jerseys are the

Men in red jerseys
are members of repair parties, re-
fueling crews, firefighters or
ordnancemen.

These are the men of the Navy's
air wing, both flying and ground
crews, who join the surface forces

against the common submarine enemy.
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